One or two of 5em           to break away, but Gunnel

drawed his pistols and let ?em off^ and they come back
scrouged in amongst the others^ and thar they
set9 still a-holdin* their dinner^ when Zeb come up.
And that was the way we found 5em when jp*e got thar
ten minutes later." Old man Falls spat again, neatly
and brownly, and he chuckled. His eyes siioae like
periwinkles, "That cawfee was sho* Blighty Hue/5 he
added*

"And thar we was, with a passe! of prisoners we
didn't have no use fer. We held ^ero all that day and et
their grub; and when night come we taken and throwed
their muskets into the branch and taken their ammuni-
tion and the rest of the grub and put a gyard on their
bosses; then the rest of us laid down. And all that might
we laid thar in them fine Yankee blankets, listenin' to
them prisoners sneakin5 away one at a time^ slippia^
down the bank into the branch and wading off. Time
to time one would slip er make a splash er somethin5;
theo they'd all git right still fer a spell. But putty soon
we5d hear 5em at it again^ crawlin' through the bushes
toVcls the water, and us layin5 thar with blanket-aldges
held agin our faces. Hit was nigh dawn ^fore the last
one had snuck off in a way that suited 5im.

"Then Gunnel from whar he was a-layin^ let out a
yell them pore critters could hear fer a mile.

" cGo it, Yank/ he says, cand look out fer moccasins P

"Next mawnin* we saddled up and loaded our plunder
and ever* man taken him a hoss and lit out fer home.
We'd been home two weeks and Gunnel had his cawn
laid bys when we heard 5bout Van Dorn ridin9 into
Holly Springs and burnin* Grants sto^s. Seems like he
never needed no help from ns3 noways*" He chewed